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are to become, in reality, the reward of her many years of
scheming. It is to be noted that the tactics of France and
Japan in their undermining of China's integrity and inde-
pendence have been almost identical. The former first
detached Annam from China's suzerainty, then seized the
region itself, and gradually encroaching on the borders of
Yunnan and the two Kwangs, till she is now stretching her
arms even into the interior of those provinces ; while with
Japan, Korea was her first object, from which she directed
her attention to Manchuria, and now Chihli and Shantung
are to be enclosed within her grasp.

" The Anglo-Japanese Agreement was claimed to be
concluded to preserve the peace of the Far East, but the
devastated condition of Manchuria bears eloquent witness
to the validity or otherwise of the claim. Let us hope and
pray that the Franco-Japanese Agreement, which starts out
with language of similar strain, may not end as disastrously
to our Empire."

The last sentence does not do justice either to the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance or to the efforts of the Japanese.
The former restricted the conflict to a comparatively small
area and to the two combatants who started it, and but for
the latter both Korea and China would have fallen under the
domination of Russia, a state of affairs which would not
only have endangered the national existence of Japan, but
have been a continual danger to the peace of the Far East.
At the same time the quotation we have given contains
some facts and opinions which Japan ought to take very
seriously to heart. Those who are responsible for her
foreign policy must recognise that the immense population
of China is waking up to a new consciousness. The
national pride has been irritated by the events connected
with their relations with the West, and the people are
penetrated with a sullen suspicion, not only of their own
organisation, which clearly has failed them as against the
external world, but of all white men, whom they now regard
as persons engaged in schemes for exploiting and plunder-
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